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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to Application filed on 09/18/2003. 



2. 



Claims 1-24 are pending. Claims land 10 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-19 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shaughnessy et al. US 20040205644A1 - filed 12/29/2000 (hereinafter Shaughnessy), in view of 
Paolo et al. "XLinkProxy: External Linkbases with Xlink" Published by Department of 
Computer Science University of Bologna, Bologna Italy 1 1/8-9/2002 (hereinafter Paolo). 

In regard to independent claim 1, associating a placeholder with one or more of the 
markup language tags (Shaughnessy at page 2, paragraph [0037] through page 3 paragraph 
[0069]), discloses a method and system for creating documents from within a place in 
collaboration space, upon user selection of the editor selection control, automatically launching a 
corresponding editor for editing the document; and upon closing the editor, loading the document 
to place, wherein QuickPlace is representing the collaboration space, which utilizes HTML 
editor and QP tags, and external files written using Java, and MS office documents from MS 
office, and further (Shaughnessy at page 30, paragraph [0520] through page 32 paragraph 
[0544]), discloses the QuickPlace Upload Control Example, The example form of Table 54 
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creates a page that includes the QuickPlace control to upload files to the QuickPlace. It also 
includes some fields for the user to fill in to provide information about the attached file. The 
<body> tag contains the complete form, and the <form> tags are omitted from the HTML page. 
Adding fields begins right after the <body> tag. Standard HTML fields can be used in the form, 
and this examples shows use of text fields, a text area and a drop-down field, 

Examiner read the above in the broadest reasonable interpretation to the claim limitation; 
wherein a placeholder with one or more of the markup language tags would have been an 
obvious variant of QuickPlace, which a place in collaboration space, upon user selection of the 
editor selection control, automatically launching a corresponding editor for editing the document; 
and upon closing the editor, loading the document to place, utilizes HTML editor and QP tags, 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, 

displaying the placeholder for each of the one or more markup language tags 
(Shaughnessy at page 3, paragraph [0073] through page 32 paragraph [0544], also see Fig. 4, 14 
and 22-27) discloses a CSOM (Collaboration Space Object Model) preferred to as QuickPlace 
that includes HTML tags and QPtags, wherein There exists a place 172 that has rooms 174, and 
there are pages 182 in those rooms. And then there are members 190 of the place. Those four 
objects 172, 174, 182 and 190 are the primary objects, which are discloses in detail by 
(Shaughnessy at page 30, paragraph [0520] through page 32 paragraph [0544]), wherein 
discloses the examples of the use of QP for controlling the form (text fields, text area and a drop- 
down fields) using QP tags replacing HTML tags, 

As illustrates above in Fig. 4 and 14, showing UI (User Interface) for customizing a 
newly created form, wherein Referring to FIG. 14, the "New Form" scene 430 appears. If 
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Microsoft Office or Lotus SmartSuite is installed on the user's machine, an additional paragraph 
432 is displayed "Based on a Microsoft Office or Lotus SmartSuite Document". This allows the 
user to create a form based on a Word, Excel, or another Office or SmartSuite document. When 
pages are created based on this form, the corresponding application will be opened with a 
particular file. A hidden ActiveX control returns whether any Office applications are installed, or 
whether any SmartSuite applications are installed. If none are, the upload control 434 and its 
introduction text 432 are displayed. 
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FIG. 4 



FIG. 14 



Examiner read the above in the broadest reasonable interpretation to the claim limitation; 
wherein a placeholder with one or more of the markup language tags that is empty while 
operating in an editing mode would have been an obvious variant of QuickPlace, which a place 
in collaboration space, upon user selection of the editor selection control, automatically 
launching a corresponding editor for editing the document; and upon closing the editor, loading 
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the document to place, utilizes HTML editor and QP tags, and the examples of the use of QP 
for controlling the form (text fields, text area and a drop-down fields) to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made, 

that is empty while operating in an editing mode (Shaughnessy at page 14, paragraph 
[0215] through page 16 paragraph [0234]) discloses a CSOM (Collaboration Space Object 
Model) preferred to as QuickPlace that includes HTML tags and QPtags, wherein creating and 
designing forms is provided, using QuickPlace and interacting with the QuickPlace user 
interface, create a form as an object of the QuickPlace and select and create fields for that form. 
For example for empty component using HTML such as, 

(i) emptyFormat= "" 

(ii) prefixHTML- "&lrttr>&lttd>" 

(iii) postfixHTML= "</td></tr>" 

The above sample code would have placed each component in a separate table row, the 
component's row "collapse" when it is empty, so that it occupies no space. Given that the 
prefixHTML and postfixHTML parameters are not output when the component is empty, these 
parameters can be used to provide the following table structure: (see Tables 19-27 for CSS 
selector and Description and Notes of each selector) particular the Text and fields in page layout 
in collaborating with (i), (ii) and (iii) for determining the appropriate location for the text and 
fields and so on. . . 

Shaughnessy does not explicitly teach, displaying the placeholder for each of the one 
or more markup language tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode in which 
the markup language tags are not displayed, however (Paolo at pages 57-64, also see Fig. 6-8) 
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discloses linking model wherein each link is stored in the referring document within an attribute 
of the A tag resulting from using XLink and XPointer, The process composes of 8 steps (see 
page 60-64 and Fig. 4-8) such as the example code shows here: 

<para:>Th:i.s document s?how« an exter&al link (STAAT)part;ially overlapping to an 
<?±nline> internal (SKI* ) element/inline*, and how XLinkFroxy solves the 
problem . <■ / para> 

<para>This document ©hows an external link <link>partially overlapping to an 
</linkx:i.zil Liie><ii»k>lnteriial</liBik> elemerit</ixi J. S.ne> < arai how XliinkProxy 
solves the problem, <-/parav> 

wherein the overlapping anchors often happens that two external links refer to partially 
overlapping text fragments, or that an external link refers to a text fragment which is partially 
overlapped by another element in the document, as shown in fig. 4a. In this case it is necessary 
that the overlap is resolved, possibly by creating multiple fragments for the anchor, before 
actually inserting the anchor in the document, as shown in fig. 4b. Also illustrating the Nested 
links, an HTML document with a pop-up for multiple destination links and shown in Fig. 8, an 
independent frame of the interface, wherein links are added by making selections on the main 
text, and adding them to either the start points or the end points list. A simple Javascript 
calculates the correct XPointer. It is then possible to send the link to the XLinkProxy server, 
provided a linkbase is selected for the link to be stored in. The XPointer uses both the selected 
string and the position of the string within the document, 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,444 
Art Unit: 2176 



Page 7 



Y-'r-z Uc'rt vtev* Fsv<xi**<-c T'pqte Help 

• - ■ - »> .,:). dt _J ^ -3 ~> -^i ^ 











































11 











This is an example: 

This document does tiot contain links bur if processed by XlinKProxy rhc* word 

l.Lji^s/ri^s |i 

In tl\ a N k World Wide Web each link is stored in lite referring 

docL #M]^Z^hix* of die A tag. All the hyperlink defined tins way can 

reference a single resource or a single fragment With the evolution of Web 
technologies more powerful linking languages (XLink and XPointer) have been 
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Here we introduce XLtnkProxy, a Web application Ilia* allows sophisticated 
hyperlink (defined using XLink and XPointer) to be defined outside referring 
document*, giving users the chance to build dynamic niultidestination, 
bidirectional links databases. 

XLinkProxy has been designed in order to be tised with standard Web browsers 
and is implemented as a filtering Web proxy. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Shaughnessy' s teaching, provides associating a 
placeholder with one or more of the markup language tags and displaying the placeholder for 
each of the one or more markup language tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode, 
to include a means of displaying the placeholder for each of the one or more markup language 
tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode in which the markup language tags are not 
displayed of Paolo 's teaching. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
modify this combination to provided a collaboration space application model for creating web 
applications that are aesthetically pleasing and present the user with a simple interface, that are 
instantly created, instantly archived, team and project oriented, easy to use, created, accessed and 
administered via the Web, reusable, and extensible, and enabling creation and editing of 
documents using legacy editor applications, and for converting the resulting documents to html 
and uploading them to a place in collaboration space as application enabled files (as taught by 
Shaughnessy at page 32 paragraphs [0542]-[0544]). 

In regard to independent claim 10, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 1 above, and further in view of the following and therefore is similarly rejected 
along the same rationale, 

Examiner read second editing mode in the broadest reasonable interpretation to the 
claim limitation; wherein second editing mode would have been an obvious variant of a place 
holder discloses in claim 1 which cited above. 

.... determined whether any of the tags are empty (Shaughnessy at page 14, paragraph 
[0215] through page 16 paragraph [0234]) discloses a CSOM (Collaboration Space Object 
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Model) preferred to as QuickPlace that includes HTML tags and QPtags, wherein creating and 
designing forms is provided, using QuickPlace and interacting with the QuickPlace user 
interface, create a form as an object of the QuickPlace and select and create fields for that form. 
For example for empty component using HTML such as, 

(i) emptyFormat= 

(ii) prefixHTML= "&lrttr>&lttd>" 

(iii) postfixHTML= "</td></tr>" 

The above sample code would have placed each component in a separate table row, the 
component's row "collapse" when it is empty, so that it occupies no space. Given that the 
prefixHTML and postfixHTML parameters are not output when the component is empty, these 
parameters can be used to provide the following table structure: (see Tables 19-27 for CSS 
selector and Description and Notes of each selector) particular the Text and fields in page layout 
in collaborating with (i), (ii) and (iii) for determining the appropriate location for the text and 
fields and so on... 

Shaughnessy does not explicitly teach, providing a first editing mode in which one or 
more of the markup language tags are displayed, however (Paolo at pages 57-64, also see Fig. 
6-8) discloses linking model wherein each link is stored in the referring document within an 
attribute of the A tag resulting from using XLink and XPointer, The process composes of 8 steps 
(see page 60-64 and Fig. 4-8) such as the example code shows here: 

<para>This document ehom an external link (START) partially overlapping to an 
< i nl i ne > i nte. r n :% 1 { BHD } element/inline*, and how XLinkFroxy solves the 
pr ob i era . < /para> 

<par&>This document shows an external link <linJc>part tally overlapping to an 
</link><:S.rilhi^><liBk>iul:ertxal</link> elements/inline « and how XLinkProxy 
solves the problem, </para.> 
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wherein the overlapping anchors often happens that two external links refer to partially 
overlapping text fragments, or that an external link refers to a text fragment which is partially 
overlapped by another element in the document, as shown in fig. 4a. In this case it is necessary 
that the overlap is resolved, possibly by creating multiple fragments for the anchor, before 
actually inserting the anchor in the document, as shown in fig. 4b, 

Examiner read the above in the broadest reasonable interpretation to the claim limitation; 
wherein the first editing mode would have been an obvious variant of 

<para>Tb.i« document shows an external Utile (START) partially overlapping co an 
*inline>djitern&l imw) *l«ient</inline>, and how XLinkProxy solves the 
pr obi em . < / par a > 

<pa?a>Thid document shows an external link <link>part.ially overlapping to an 
</link><itilin«><llak>:l.nt«rrial</lix»k> »l«©mifc</ial±ns>, and how XLtokProxy 
solves the problem, v./parav 

to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Shaughnessy's teaching, provides associating a 
placeholder with one or more of the markup language tags and displaying the placeholder for 
each of the one or more markup language tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode, 
to include a means of displaying the placeholder for each of the one or more markup language 
tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode in which the markup language tags are not 
displayed and providing a first editing mode in which one or more of the markup language tags 
are displayed, of Paolo 's teaching. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
modify this combination to provided a collaboration space application model for creating web 
applications that are aesthetically pleasing and present the user with a simple interface, that are 
instantly created, instantly archived, team and project oriented, easy to use, created, accessed and 
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administered via the Web, reusable, and extensible, and enabling creation and editing of 
documents using legacy editor applications, and for converting the resulting documents to html 
and uploading them to a place in collaboration space as application enabled files (as taught by 
Shaughnessy at page 32 paragraphs [0542]-[0544]). 

In regard to dependent claim 2, wherein the placeholder for each tag comprises the 
name of the tag (Shaughnessy at page 14, paragraph [0215] through page 16 paragraph [0234]). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, wherein the placeholder for each tag comprises a 
user-defined text string (Shaughnessy at page 14, paragraph [0215] through page 16 paragraph 
[0234]). 

In regard to dependent claim 4, wherein the placeholder for each tag comprises a 
user-defined text string or the name of the tag if a user-defined text string has not been 
defined for the tag (Shaughnessy at page 14, paragraph [0215] through page 16 paragraph 
[0234]). 

In regard to dependent claim 5, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1 and 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 6, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1, 6 and 10, and further view of the following, and are similarly rejected along the 
same rationale, 

in response to the typed data, removing the place holder for the tag and inserting 
the typed data within the tag, (Shaughnessy at page 30, paragraph [0516] through page 32 
paragraph [544]) discloses toolbar in Word offers eleven standard fields to use in a document: 
Checkbox control, Option or Radio button control, Drop Down box control, Listbox control, 
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Textbox control, Text Area control, Submit control, Submit with Image control, Reset control, 
Hidden control, and Password control, By selecting control and clicking on Properties, an HTML 
name and value can be assigned to the field, such the sample code as followings: 

TABLE 54 



PAGE UPLOAD CONTROL 



<htm1> 
<head> 

<tit!e>Upload control.</title> 

</head> 

<body> 

<table bofder=0> 
<tr> 

<td colspan=3ximg src="ccbiaakgif ? widtk="30(T hcight="l" 

border=^0 ?> > 

<tr> 

<td><b>Docament Titie</D></id> 
<td> </td> 

<ldxbxinput type« a text" name=^h_Name"x/b></td> 

</tr> 
<tr> 

<td>Your first name</td> 
<td> </id> 

<tdxi.nput typc» w text" natne« w fname"<td> 

</tr> 
<ix> 

<td>Yoiu last na.me</id> 
< td > & nbsp/ </ td> 

<tdxmput type»text" name= <v l.name v </td> 

Also the QuickPlace component is included for the Rich text control and specific 
JavaScript (e.g. specific JavaScript functions to use with forms exist in QuickPlace. They are 
event handlers that can be called when the form is loaded from or a page created by the form is 
submitted to the QuickPlace), 
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Examiner read the above in the broadest reasonable interpretation to the claim limitation; 
wherein the typed data and removing the place holder for the tag and inserting the typed data 
within the tag would have been an obvious variant of Table 54 and the QP component is 
included for the Rich text control and specific JavaScript (e.g. specific JavaScript functions to 
use with forms exist in QuickPlace. They are event handlers that can be called when the form is 
loaded from or a page created by the form is submitted to the QuickPlace), to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, since the event handlers that can be 
called when the form is loaded from or a page created by the form is submitted to the QuickPlace 
and replace by the result from table 54. 

In regard to dependent claim 7, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1, 6 and 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 8, is directed toward a computer readable medium having 
computer-executable instruction for executing the method of claim 1, and is similarly rejected 
along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 9, is directed toward a computer-control apparatus for 
performance the method of claim 1, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 11, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1, 2 and 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 12, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 13, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims land 6, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 
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In regard to dependent claim 14, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1, 6 and 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 15, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1 and 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 16, incorporates substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claims 1,10 and 15, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 17, wherein the request to remove the tag comprises a 
drag and drop operation, (Shaughnessy at page 23, paragraph [0352] through page 24 
paragraph [0382]), discloses the drag and drop operation. 

In regard to dependent claims 18-19, incorporates substantially similar subject matter 
as cited in claims 1, 8 and 10, and are similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 23, is directed toward a computer readable medium 
having computer-executable instruction for executing the method of claim 10, and is similarly 
rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 24, is directed toward a computer-control apparatus for 
performance the method of claim 10, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

9. Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shaughnessy et al. US 20040205644A1 - filed 12/29/2000 (hereinafter Shaughnessy), in view of 
Paolo et al. "XLinkProxy: External Linkbases with Xlink" Published by Department of 
Computer Science University of Bologna, Bologna Italy 1 1/8-9/2002 (hereinafter Paolo), further 
in view of AbiWord Schema at www.a^ published location at 
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ww.w3.org/2OO0/10/XMLSchema and the XSD for AbiWord, (hereinafter AbiWord Schema), 
further in view of Larry Ayers "AbiWord' s Potential" Copyright © 1999, Published in Issue 43 
of Linux Gazette, July 1999 pages 1-4 (hereinafter Ayers). 

In regard to dependent claims 20-22, Shaughnessy and Paolo do not explicitly teach, 
wherein the text is defined in XSD schema file, wherein the text is defined in a schema 
library wherein the text is defined in a configuration, however (AbiWord Schema, pages 1-3), 
discloses the utilizing an XSD, or XML Schema Definition, which represents a word processor's 
rich formatting, and which is published and available to other applications, for interpreting and 
validating the word-processor document. AbiWord Schema discloses an XSD for validating an 
AbiWord document. AbiWord Schema also discloses a definition of AbiWord's rich formatting, 
including styles, lists, sections and datatypes (See AbiWord Schema, Page 1, lines 16-19). 
AbiWord Schema also discloses the location of the published XML Schema at 
www.w3.org/2OO0/10/XMLSchema and the XSD for AbiWord, published at 
www.abisource.com/awml.xsd (See AbiWord Schema, Page 1, line 3 and trailer line, bottom of 
page). 

In Addition, further in view of AbiWord' Potential of (Ayers, Pages 1-3), discloses the 
word-processor document, in the form of creating and examining an AbiWord file (*.abw) that 
recreates the word processor's set of features. An *.abw file is written in XML and thus is also in 
ASCII format; the files can be read by any text editor. This is quite a break with word processor 
tradition and ensures that when you write a document with AbiWord you don't run the risk of 
being strictly tied to one particular word processor, which may not even run on machines five 
years from now. AbiWord can also save in the HTML and RTF formats, both of which are 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,444 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2176 

accessible with word processors such as MS-Word and WordPerfect. Due to limitations of 
HTML and RTF some formatting information is lost (such as the specific fonts used), but 
attributes such as bold and italic font styles and tab-settings are retained. If XML really does 
become a widely-used and open data-format (as its proponents predict) AbiSource might be in a 
good position to gain users and clients are available from the AbiSource web-page, 
http ://www. abisource. com/ , 

Ayers and AbiWord Schema are analogous art, because they are from the same field of 
endeavor of creating and manipulating AbiWord document. At the time of the invention it would 
have been obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art to include the AbiWord XSD of 
AbiWord Schema with the AbiWord document of Ayers. The motivation of doing so would have 
been to validating the AbiWord document (see AbiWord Schema, page 1, iines 8-9). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine AbiWord Schema with Ayers for benefit of validating an 
AbiWord document to obtain the document wherein the text is defined in XSD schema file, 
wherein the text is defined in a schema library wherein the text is defined in a configuration of 
claims 20-22. 

Also It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Shaughnessy teaching, provides associating a placeholder 
with one or more of the markup language tags and displaying the placeholder for each of the one 
or more markup language tags that is empty while operating in an editing mode, to include a 
means of displaying the placeholder for each of the one or more markup language tags that is 
empty while operating in an editing mode in which the markup language tags are not displayed 
and providing a first editing mode in which one or more of the markup language tags are 
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displayed, of Paolo 's teaching, further to include the text wherein the text is defined in XSD 
schema file, and wherein the text is defined in a schema library and wherein the text is defined 
in a configuration of Ayers and AbiWord Schema teaching. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to modify this combination to provided a collaboration space 
application model for creating web applications that are aesthetically pleasing and present the 
user with a simple interface, that are instantly created, instantly archived, team and project 
oriented, easy to use, created, accessed and administered via the Web, reusable, and extensible, 
and enabling creation and editing of documents using legacy editor applications, and for 
converting the resulting documents to html and uploading them to a place in collaboration space 
as application enabled files (as taught by Shaughnessy at page 32 paragraphs [0542]-[0544]). 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4103. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Herndon R. Heather can be reached on (571) -272-4136. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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